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NET EVALUATION SUBCOMMO TTUE STAFF
§ uareh 1956

WEORAMDIM FOR TUF DTRECTOR OF CENTRAL TETRLLTONICE

SHRIFAT: NIE 11.56: Soviet Groes Capabllities for Attack on T°
and ¥y Oversess Installations Through 1559

1, To agcomplish the miesion sssigned to it by the President,
the et Fvaluation Subcommittee requires, inter slie, an estimate of
the meet likely size and composition of the Soviet 1ong-fange Alr
Toree as of mid.1559. NIF 11-56 iz designed to neet that requirenent.
The only figures given in respmse to 1t are those in the table in
pavegraph § of the present Araft, However, the Utate footnote on the

. gith which Army and Wavy are 5318 to be associated, ascerts
that a redically different sstimate would be equally probable. Tf
ghie is sccepted as true, the NFRC will be left, in vractical sffect,
with no TAC response to iis resuirement. 1f the table in paragraph
is not, in order of magnitude, the TAC!'s best estimote, as of sarch
1956, regarding the most likely sise and composition of the foviet
LongeRange Air Force, as of #id-195%, what 187

g, 1 cilisider that the figures given in paragraph ¢ sre in fact
the mest likely for mid-195% and that there 1z no other equal likelihood,
although thers are otwioualy other possibilities, This 18 not mevely
because the figures given are the 117 Yorce estionate, although the
Adr Porce's primary responsibility in this field should receive due
woight, There is evidence thet the 76FR is making 8 zejor sffort to
dyvslop s more effective Long-Range Adr Force, snd that the number of

gl s in that Force is amctuslly increasing, not decressing. In
the face of this evidencs, end without any avidence whatever to
contrary effect, 1t seems to me mntenable to suppose, as does State,
thet the THSR would abandon this effort, just as 1% was resching
fruition, in consideration of the possibility of achieving an
affsctive gulded missile capablility st an uncertain future date.,
The TAC representatives, State excepted, all concurred in this
Sudgment.

3, It sppears to me that the ctate representative confuses
probability with possibility, and that he fails to comprehend ;{hﬂ.
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the inetan! reuirement ia for an estimate of greatest 1ikelihood,
thc best that can bs made in present oircumstances, with full
mosfledge that there are other pessibilities.

ks If the TAC is unable to provide pn estimate of the most
1ikely #ize and composition of the Foviet Long.Range Ay Foree as of
nid.1959, the WFSC will be obliged to use the Alr Force estimate,
For practical purposss, the WFIC requires g definite estimate. Tt
ommet nse ftate’s sbetract langusge.

S« 1 recommends

8. That the Foreword be deleted, s not only of no servios,
but aetually s disservice to the requestor.

B, That the issue be squarely faced whether the figures in
parsgraph 9 ars, or are nst, the best estimete the IAC oan make,
o the banis ur present evidence, regerding the most likely sisze
and camporition of the “eviet Long-Range Adr Force in mid-1959.

Ss mz, 1f it iz condluded that parsgraph 7 does not
such am estimate, the TAC proceed to provide ons, 88 a
matter of urgency, in response to the requestor's request.,
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